[The aspiration and swallowing of foreign bodies. The management of the aspiration or swallowing of foreign bodies during dental treatment].
The purpose of this article is to draw attention to the possible complications of foreign body ingestion or aspiration associated with dental treatment, especially oral implant treatment. A guide for the management of swallowed or inhaled objects is given. When the object cannot be coughed out, then it is mandatory to take frontal and lateral chest roentgenograms to identify the object's position in the intestinal system or in the tracheobronchial tree. In case of ingestion, attempts should be made to recover the foreign object by esophagoscopy. Aspirated foreign bodies should be removed within 24 hours. Acute obstruction can be life threatening and delaying the removal of foreign objects may make a bronchoscopy technically more difficult. The clinician must be aware of the complications involved in accidentally inhaling or ingesting foreign bodies during dental treatment. Patients at greater risk of swallowing or aspirating foreign objects need to be identified and extra preventive steps must be taken to avoid such complications.